
 

The Assassinôs Touch by Laura Joh Rowland 

At the start of Rowland's assured 10th historical 

set in 17th-century Japan (after 2004's The Per-

fumed Sleeve), Sano Ichiro, now the shogun's 

chamberlain and second-in-command, returns to 

his previous role of criminal investigator after 

the country's top spy, Ejima Senzaemon, drops dead on his 

mount during a horse race. Sano quickly finds that Senzae-

mon was just the latest senior official to die without warn-

ing. With the assistance of Hirata, his longtime assistant, 

the chamberlain uses his highly irregular sources to get on 

the trail of a martial-arts master using the legendary dim-

mak, or touch of death.  

 

The Increment by David Ignatius 
When Harry Pappas, the new CIA chief of 

the Iran Operations Division, receives an un-

solicited e-mail from an alleged Tehran sci-

entist who calls himself Dr. Ali that implies 

Iran has in fact continued with its nuclear 

weapons program and is an imminent threat 

to global peace, he shares the information 

with his superiors only to find an administration bent on 

warmongering. Having vowed never again to play a role in 

a senseless conflict that could potentially kill thousands of 

innocents, Pappas, whose only son was killed while serv-

ing in the second Iraq War, must somehow identify Dr. 

Ali, get him out of Iran and mine his knowledge before the 

U.S. blunders into another unnecessary war.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Fate of Katherine Carr by Thomas Cook 

George Gates used to be a travel writer who spe-

cialized in places where people disappeared. 

Then his eight-year-old son was murdered, the 

killer never found, and Gates gave up disappear-

ance. Now he writes stories of redemptive trivi-

ality about flower festivals and local celebrities for the 

town paper, and spends his evenings haunted by the image 

of his sonôs last day. Enter Arlo MacBride, a retired miss-

ing-persons detective still obsessed with the unsolved case 

of Katherine Carr. When he gives Gates the story she left 

behindða story of a man stalking a woman named Kathe-

rine CarrðGates too is drawn inexorably into a search for 

the missing authorôs brief life and uncertain fate. And as 

he goes deeper, he begins to suspect that her tale holds the 

key not only to her fate, but to his own.  

Shanghai Girls by Lisa See 

May and Pearl, two sisters living in Shanghai in 

the mid-1930s, are beautiful, sophisticated, and 

well-educated, but their family is on the verge of 

bankruptcy. Hoping to improve their social 

standing, May and Pearlôs parents arrange for 

their daughters to marry ñGold Mountain menò 

who have come from Los Angeles to find brides.  But 

when the sisters leave China and arrive at Angelôs Island 

(the Ellis Island of the West)--where they are detained, 

interrogated, and humiliated for months--they feel the 

harsh reality of leaving home. And when May discovers 

sheôs pregnant the situation becomes even more desperate. 

The sisters make a pact that no one can ever know. 
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The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery  

An enchanting New York Times and interna-

tional bestseller about life, art, literature, phi-

losophy, culture, class, privilege, and power, 

seen through the eyes of a 54-year old French 

concierge and a precocious but troubled 12-

year-old girl. A moving, funny, triumphant 

novel that exalts the quiet victories of the inconspicuous 

among us.  

Immortelles by Mireille Marokvia  

In this magical story of her childhood in 

a world so different from our own, 

Mireille Marokvia blurs the distinction 

between the real and the imagined to cre-

ate a moving account of how a young 

woman gives voice to her vision and an 

aging woman addresses the gentle ghosts that haunt her 

memories. Immortelles is an elegy to a lost world and a 

testimony to the splendor of childhood -- even a child-

hood touched by death.  

Love and Summer by William Trevor  

It's summer and nothing much is happening in 

Rathmoye. So it doesn't go unnoticed when a 

dark-haired stranger appears on his bicycle 

and begins photographing the mourners at 

Mrs Connulty's funeral. Florian Kilderry 

couldn't know that the Connultys were said to own half 

the town; and, in any case, he had come to Rathmoye 

only to see the scorched remains of the cinema. But Mrs 

Connulty's daughter, liberated at last by the death of her 

imperious mother, resolves to keep an eye on Florian 

Kilderry, and it's she who comes to witness the events 

that follow.  

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

Henry Lee is a 12-year-old Chinese boy who 

falls in love with Keiko Okabe, a 12-year-old 

Japanese girl, while they are scholarship stu-

dents at a prestigious private school in World 

War II Seattle. Henry hides the relationship 

from his parents, who would disown him if 

they knew he had a Japanese friend. His father insists 

that Henry wear an "I am Chinese" button everywhere he 

goes because Japanese residents of Seattle have begun to 

be shipped off by the thousands to relocation centers.  

The Innocents Abroad is based on 

correspondence Twain sent to two 

newspapers recounting his experiences 

during five months aboard a cruise 

ship.  

Huckleberry Finn tells the story of two 

runaways ð Huck Finn and the slave Jim 

ð and their adventures down the Missis-

sippi River on a raft.  However, it is ulti-

mately is concerned with deeper themes 

ð manôs inhumanity to man and the hy-

pocrisy of conventional values.  

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthurôs 

Court involves time travel, as a nineteenth 

century man finds himself in sixth century 

England after suffering a head injury. He 

finds social and political conditions there just 

as oppressive as the society he has just left 

behind.  

In Letters from the Earth, Twain presents 

himself as the Father of History ð review-

ing and interpreting events from the Garden 

of Eden through the Fall and the Flood, 

translating the papers of Adam and his de-

scendants through the generations.  


